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Sative’s my weapon; but Pm too discreet, 

To run a-muck and tilt at ali I meet ; 

T only wear it in a land of Lfectors, 

Thieves, supercargoes, sharpers, and directors. -Pore. 


PAXAMINATION AND ILLUSFRATION OF ‘THE 
“ MONARCHICAL PRINCIPLE. * 
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“he experiment of America has most satisfactorily de- 


moustrated that the eve! of government ts nut “ necessary ;"’ 


however Intimately if may be interwoven with the 


monstrous abortions of legislation which exist in Europe. 


America has shown that government may be cheap, useful, 


and ornamental ;—and one of our own poets sings :— 
“Tis use alone that sanctilies expense, 
“ And splendour borrows all its rays from sense.” 
li the peopie of Europe were to apply the sterling 
reason of this couplet to their political affairs, they would 


soon discover the cause of all the evils which they expe- 


rience from their goveramcnts, and the means of remedy. 
‘The monarelical principle’ divides mankind into classes, 
netting the lazy, the worthless, and the protheate, at the 
Leaa of society; and condemning the industrious and the 


ingenius to support them. ‘Phis is a rare beginning for 


a government; and we shall not be surprised at the 
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mischief which it produces. But how came tlie “ monar- 
chical principle’ itself into existence? Heaven creates 
no kings, and nature disowis them. Their origin is as 
barbarous as their usurpation is dangerous. Some for- 
tunate plunderer acquires a degree of influence over his 


> 


followers: and thev name him 


7 


king! With them, as 
Paine acutely observes, such a chief, instead of being 
an hereditary monarch, is merelyan elective head. They 
choose him. He has no right but what he derives from 
them. Itis for them to make him, or to unmake him. 
He is the creature of their “ sweet voices,’’ no matter 
how they are obtained. This is the only way in which 
kings can be brought into existence. There is no royal 
blood, no illustrious birth, to begin with. It is all alike 
—all plebean—all common—all vulgar—all equal. A 
head i3 wanted, and a head is chosen from the 
herd. This is consistent with reason. ‘The folly 
and the mischief lie in the consequences of the hereditary 
descent. The first king 1s only an elective magistrate ; but 
the barbarity and ignorance of the king-makers did not 
see that they were putting upon their descendants a yoke, 
they did not bear themselves, when they suffered the au- 
thority delegated to the father to be assumed without dele- 
gation by the son. ‘To evade this point, there are writers 
who tell us that the dynasty was elected, to the end of 
time; and that the election of the individual was only a 
type of the choice of the family. This explanation, how- 
ever, only makes the matter worse. It might be very 
silly to elect a king at all; but while the parties electing 
him only did it for themselves, they did no more than they 
had a right todo. But, by what right could they electa 
king for the government of succeeding generations. Every 
age would have. the same right as themselves, and their 
posterity might happen to think kings useless or dange- 


rous: andelect an executive head for a limited time. 
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\merica acted rightly upon this subject. Those who re- 
jected the British tyranny, saw they had no right to hand 
# tyranny down to theirchildren. It might have been a 
safe compliment, to pay to General Washington, to have 
elected him President for lhfe—to have made him the king 
of the generation which he had saved, and of the nation 
he had almost created. The thing would have been im- 
proper, but it might have been safe. He mght not have 
betrayed his trust: and, those who were grateful to him 
for so many services might have stood excused for reposing 
such coniidence in his honour. All who lived in 
America, aud all who might be born in it, owed him 
something —but, supposing him to have had a family. of 
children, America could owe nothing to them, for the 
services of their father :—and it would have been the ex- 
treme of folly and injustice for the parties who elected 
Washington as the President of America, to have taken 
away the rights, and endangered the welfare of then 
posterity, by enacting that his children and descendants 
should govern all future generations,with the title of Aengs: 
We can easily see the folly and injustice of such a matter ; 
—but the origin of all monarchies is the same. ‘They 
commence in fraud. and end in injustice. A power not 
contemplated by the givers is assumed: and men are de- 
frauded of their freedom under the pretence that their an- 
cestors lave given 7 away! Take the reasoning into 
common life. Suppose a man were to say to a parish, 
‘My father was clected overseer, and | am therefore over- 
* seer by right of his election ; and my son shall be over- 

seer, because Lam overseer: and his son, because he 
‘was overseer!’ We should think the fellow mad, and 
order him to Bedlam. Yet this is the true “ monarchieal 
principle ;"’ and men succumb to it, for uo better reason 
than because tt has beeu the custom it is whimsieal 


cnouekb to hear Kings taik ot femoris We can under- 
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stand something of the duties of the situation, when the 
office of a monarch is tolerably well filled:—but what 
rights can kings have, peor such as (he people confer 


upon them? ‘They are paid for their services—most of 
them are paid a great oat more than the 


om 


are worth 


i7— 


AS 
se 
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and they are paid by the peonle. They have nothing but 
what is supplied at the peopie’s cost. They produce 
nothing—they belong to the consuming class; and they 
are dependant upon the people for aillthey need. Yet 
they talk of rights as being possessed against the people. 
The people do not agree to obey Kings. The obedience 
is only to be paid to the laws ; and the King is to sce them 
duly administered. This was clearly understood at the 
commencement of monarchy. The old Spanish oath of 
allegiance ran thus :—‘ We swear allegiance to you on 
condition that you maintain allegiance to the laws—if rot, 
“not.” There was never any egreement made by which a 
people undertook to obey the mere caprice of a leader—or 
invest him with the absolute authority of making and un- 
making laws at his pleasure. Such tyrannies have ex- 
isted, and do exist: but they are all usurpations. Tho 
people could never be so senseless as to ratify such a con- 
tract; and they will escape from the burthen as speedily 
as they can. 

The rights of conquest are sometimes talked of as 
amongst the rights of the “ monarchical principle.’ But 
what is conquest but robbery? What greater right has 
the monarch to reduce a nation to slavery, than a captain 
of a slave-ship has to kidnapa negro? There can be 
no further right, than what is conferred by power: and 
power exercised without right Is tyranny. ‘ dan can 
have no property in man.’ This is the immutable cecree ot 
truth and reason:—and this maxim strikes at the root of 
the “ monarchical principle,” which is grounded on the 


assumption that man has a property in man—that kings 
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are as much the proprietors of their people, as of ether 
cattle. ‘This position carried to its extreme length, forms 
the despotism of Russia ; where the mass are literally the 
slaves of a few petty tyrants, who are, in their turn, the 
Slaves of a still fewer number above them. until the 
master slave-holder, the Emperor, is reached. In suel- 
states, e ‘ery rational principle is subverted ; the govern- 
ment is a curse ; and the people are a despicable, degraded 
race, lost toali the rational happiness and true enjoyment 
of hife. In the Memoirs of Count de Hondt, we have an 


illustration of the state of society, under the “ monarchi- 
eal principle,’ which wi.l strike men with horror on the 
perusal. Its as follows :— 


‘* Daring the residence of Peter 1. at Berlin, when on 
his visit to the differeat states of Europ:, he expressed a 
wish to be present at some execution, and begged of 
Frederick I. to procure him that diversion.  laquiries 
were made in all the prisons, and no culprit being found 
uuder sentence of death, to afford the Czarthe wished-for 
amusement, and gratify his curiosity, he said to the Prus- 
sian Monarch, “ Well, ifvou bave no criminals, take one 
of iy servants.” 


We shudder at the horrible crucity of this anecdote ;— 
but io have it before our minds in its true colours, we 
must remember that it is the language of one who pre- 
teads to be ci a supertor race—one who says he ts in- 


vested with the care of a nation by divine authority— 
one Wio Is of a royal line—of tlustrious birth—of royal 
blood—ilie fountain of justice aud honour—the origin of 
legislation—the ve: 
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y fatier of his people! Vhen look at 
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the royal wretch ordering sone cf his servants and subjects 


to be exceuled for the mere dwversion of seeing the man 
murdered ;—and then say what we ought to think of the 
“ morarchical principle’ which seated this monsfer and 
foot apon a ibrone. Sucha wretch could never have been 


chosen by the people to govern them; or, if they had 
chosen such a rater, they would have dismissed and pu- 
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nished him, when his horrible propeH ities were meade 
known to them. But seated upon a throne by the mo- 
narchical pr‘nciple, the wretch had a host of parasites to 
delude the people into submission, and an armed banditti 
to coerce them into obedience. He had erave and reve- 
rend bisbops to proclaim his divine right: aud we dare 
say that he could have found one, upon occasion, to say 
that he was “ incapable of an act of folly, mtch less ot 
vice:”—This wretch was also the head of the church in 
his dominions, and a defender of the faith. He was so 
religious, that to have published a word against the Greek 
Christian faith, would have sent an offender to the rack : 
yet this pious maker ofso many bishops could direet a mur- 
der to be committed upon one of his own servants, to @ra- 
tify his curiosity! What, we ask again, sould we think of 


a “ principle” which could seat such a man upon a throne ? 


The innumerable monsters of a similar description, who 


have been monarc's, through the operation of the monar- 


chical principle, preckude the possibility of any evasion 
of the force of this illustration, by saying it is a solitary 
instance. The wickedness of a race of tyrants is as notori- 
ous as their folly ; and both have been carried to the widest 
extremes. A Queen of France, almost in our own times, 
wondered why the poor, when in want of bread did not 
eat pre-erust ;s—and Ferdinand of Spain has treated his 
benefactors even worse than Peter proposed to treat his 
servant. Yet are we called upon to respect the “ monar- 
chical principle ;’’ and the Holy Allies venture to threaten 
the world ‘vith mending the broken links of tyranny, 
and fettering it again in universal bondage. ‘The propo- 
sition is far worse than to renew the dark ages—it Is to 
introduce an age of unknown horrors, in which Caligulas 
and Neros shall be common to all countries, and the 
“monarchical principle’ be established on the ruin of all 


that is valuable in existence. 
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Against the evils with which continental Europe is 
threatened, reforms and modifications of the “ monar- 
chical principle,” offer no adequate security. The germ of 
mischief is left, where any part of the principle remains ; 
and time and circumstances will bring ii again into fall 
action. ‘ihe vices of men Jead towards it. Ambitious 
men lend themselves to the establishment of despotisms, 
that they may share in the power and profits of them with 
the master tyrant; who 1s often, indeed, only the wire- 
moved puppet of a knavish crew, who use his name as a 
screen and authority for their vilainy. The difficulty of 
preserving any portion of the “ monarchical principle” in 
a free state, 1s well Ulustrated bv the events in Naples, 
in Piedmont, in Portugal, and in Spain. Had the Nea- 
politans formally deposed their king, mstead of trusting 
luis feigned attachment to the new order, Naples had still 
been free. A party would have been ereated, having an 
interest in defending the new-born freedom against all its 
enemies ; and the Austrians would as easily have rooted 
Vesuvius from its base, as have stifled the energies of a 
country contending for freedom. But the king was trusted. 
The ‘* monarchical principle’ was only modified. The 
difference between one sortof a king and another, par- 
ticularly when the same man wore the crown, was not 
likely to be understood by an ignorant pricst-ridden 
crowd. ‘Something of a more decided character was 
reauired to move the mass. It would have been 
an easy matter to have shewn them that their mo- 
narch was a useless, capricious, silly, treacherous, and 
expensive animal :~-and that he could be dispensed with, 
with the greatest ease imaginable. But it was not an 
easy matter to feach them to appreciate the precise degree 
of power with which he might be trusted. They could 
not weigh this ; and if they were to have a king as the 


requisite head of the state —if they were to bend before a 
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royal idol, they would not eare how much autherity he 
assumed. ‘Lhe Spanish Constitution was proclaimed ; but 


the Neapolitans did not copy the practice of the Spaniards 


“i ee eee ma I : . i es . 
in the treatment of their king. in Spain, the mere name 
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leaving the name may be questioned ; because it forms a 
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bit ‘ ot aii powel Was akbrotiute iy essential, Phe 


a ‘prive 
could sot be trusted by those wiio had been the iuetru- 
iments of depriving him of his ill used authority. He 
never could be expected to behold them with any degree 
of complacency. itis not possible that a tyrant should 
ever be in love with liberty. He hates itas his bane, and 
would crush itas his worstenemy. The Spanish goverument 
could not have proceeded, if Ferdinand had retuned a 
spark of authority. Nay, it was often perplexed by the 
observance of certain forms which leaving him the name 
of king rendered necessary. He was obstinate and angry ; 
and they were obiigcd cither to compel him to act, or to 
decree that his refusal to act shon!d not invalidate their 
proceedings. [It would have been a simple, mode of 
proceeding, to have deposed him ai o1.ce 5 but there wore 
prejudices to be consulted, of which perhaps the Spaaish 
legislators were the best judges ; and they securcd them- 
sclves from the dangers of any great mischief, by deposing 
him én effect. ‘This, at least, the Neapolitans should have 
done ; but they trusted to his repeated and voluntary oaths ; 
forgetting that the creed of kings, still more than the 
creed of Catholics, is to “ keep no faith with heretics.” 
There is no treating upon such a principle, nor with the 
parties professing it. ‘hey will say, they will swear any 
thing. To the basest hypocrisy they join an unappeas- 
able ferocity. Mobs have done many cruci deeds; but 
for cold-blooded barbarity in excess, we must loo« to the 
‘“monarchecal principle:’—aud among the terrible proofs 
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naiure, the fate of Poland stands pro- 


mibently conspicuous. Catharine of Russia had directed 
Poiand to be treated as Spain Is nNOW treated. Hosts of 

yrelo@n banaitti poured tuto iW on ail sides; and aftera 
grit SOUS Fesistan¢ oni ‘ as subdau a Lite \ aisaw 
was carried by storm, it was inecslid blood given up vo 
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chiefs were sent to distant prisons. Line wretched mo- 
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narch, Stamistaas, was earricd awav to Russia, where he 


soon after died, uot without susnicious circumstances ; the 


remainder of thecountey was partitioned ; and Catharine, 


eas sve describes herself im her proclamation, with the 
sulicitude of a tender mother, who o:ly wishes for the 
happiness of rer chillrcn, concluded the scene by order- 
ang a solemn thankscivine to God, in «all the churches, 
for the blessings ea. erred »pon the Poles ; and command- 
ed that each of the should swear fidelity and loyalty to 
fier, and to shed in her defence the last drop of their blood, 
as they should answer for it toGod and his terrible judg- 
men', kissing tre Holy Word and cross of their Saviour. 


Never wis blasphemy half so horrible as this. Com- 


pared with this resuit of the monarchical principle, how 
trifling do the most atrocious private offenders appear. 


Yet ia this murder, in this scene of multiplicated horrors. 
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in this blasphemous insult to heaven, for wuich th 


the royal 
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fiend, Catharine, and all her agents ought to have been 
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kind—did the royal right divine of Russia to rule in Poland 
commence. ‘Thisis the es of the right, by which Alex- 
ander perpetuates despotism in Poland. This is the ori- 
gin of that authority, in virtue of which he would give 


ry 


Jaws to the world. ‘he monarchical principle was esta- 
blished at the price of 30,000 murders, with a proportio- 
nable number of violations of female honour, and the 
general plunder of property. ‘Tiis is the monarchieal base 
of social order, and of these good governments which 
the monarchs of Europe are so anxions to extend! And 
all these enormities are hallowed in their temples, and 
consecrated with the rites of religion! This solemn moc- 
kery of the benevolence of heaven is truly horrible. We 
can hardly connect it with the human character. It is 
absolutely develish! We calla common murderer hardened, 
if he dares to look upon the corpse of his victim :—but 
what should we think of him if after killing the father, 


and violating the mother, he were to go to the nearest 
chape!, and offer up thanksgiving to God, for the bles- 


3 ? ° t . 4 yx - - ? 
sings he had conferred upon the children! How would 
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every new Pepaper rn > with comments upon i@ €70? “ely. 
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How would the bench exciatm against him: and the pul- 
pits resound his condemnation. And yet ” would be but 
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death.—One of the successors of this woman pretends to 
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take care Of the nanviress of thew orld ! Pawern POW 
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that smeils!’’ No, no,—-there will be no kapviness for the 


fay. 
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world, while any of the power which bred such mon 
remains to be abused. While there is no happiness, the: 
can be no peace :—and the contest must continue, until 
the representative principle prevails over the monarchical. 


Then the world may have some chance of repose, ba 
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unlit then, there can be no hope of tranquility. Nor 
should there be. ‘To be tranquil is to vetrav all to the 
i forests of liumanity -—nor will the mind lone endure 
its fetters, when it is taucht to perceive them. 

The past object of reformers in most countries has been 
to counteract the evil effects of the “ monarchical prin- 
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ic difficulty of getting rid of it 
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entirely, and nave tnereiore been endeavourins’ to make 


. eke ' r rer frites . ys - a . a , “7 t > 
terms with if—sometimes niastering 1t by forec, and then 


paring down Its nails and claws ;—but these grow again 
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so fast, that the business ts always to be repeated, and 
always with much trouble, and some hazard. At other 
times it has been coaxed to put on gloves, and behave 
civilly; but their ts no dependence upon it even for an 


hour, Itis as capricious as a tyger; and quite as fero- 


’ 


cious. ‘Vhe Spaniards have tried another experiment-— 
they have chained their wild beast, and keep him ina 
cage; but he may still break loose and devour his keepers. 
The Americans after getting rid of one king, were too 


>) 


wise to make another; and they save both the expense 
and the trouble of watching the animals ;—but that is in 
the new world—we have not yet found out in the old one, 
that the seasons would follow each other as regularly, 
and the sun shine as pleasant! +’, if there were no such crea- 
tures as tyrants or slaves. ‘iis is a discovery prevably re- 


s 


served for the nextage. In Spain, perhaps, it may be 
made if this. 

In the mean time, the “ monarchieal principle is” grow- 
ing out of favour, If not out of fashion. We hear all 
ranks of socicty exclaiming against it. In Engtand, of 
course, Weare mere speculatists. We have got an odd 
jumble of law and legislation, which must answer our 
purpose as long as our lords and masters, the borougir- 
mongers, think proper. ‘They are our kengs! [tis thes 


who wield the * monarehteal prineipie” here. The king 
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has not half so much powcr ia his own hands as one 
of his servants. ‘Fhe real ee of the british 
slaves, are the borough-hoide and it is much more 
difficult to escape fromthe hands of a hundred masters, than 
from those of one. Yor onr poor parts, we should pref. 1 
a single tyranny as being more palpable, more tangible, 
and more easily reached. Asingle hand would be a maicu 
for it, at any time, wien tle heart could “ serew its 
courage to the sticking -place.” But here the evil is di- 
vided amongst so many that no man has any prominent 
share to carry. Still the leaven is known to be at work, 
and is rapidly corrupting the whole mass :—and It Is pro- 
bable that here the “ monarchical principle’ will die of 
exhaustion, as the sources of taxation diy up, and the 


friendly working of the debt brings ihe state-carriage to 


astanc. Be this as it may, republicanism is growing into 
repute amongst us. We heard a barricter the other day, 
who had once a great horror of being called a radical, 
exclaim, “ what would reiorm co, but pull up wecds to 


— 


“jet them grow again. We shal! never get one; andif 


A 


“we could, it would not answe: our purpose. ‘The natu- 


4 


“ ral end of such things isa revolution.” This climax must 
end the present essay. 
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This country is likely to become the theatre of some 
important events. ‘ho restoration of the despotism has 
not been i mony effec cted: an d the royal power stiil trem- 
.D) es S in the |] Di Lice. The 10 ilo Wh > iS t} 1@ i} oue } whieh 


the despotic party are nee to pa ihe cis: 


“ LISBON, July 29.— The exagrerated zea! which some 
persons have desired to show“in the cause of Royalty in 
some part of the northern provinces, and especially 
in Monecorvo, Ahjo, Dona Chama, &e. loses a .reat pari 


ca i 
at 


ofits merit, since from this excess have arisen varus ul 
orderly irregularities, which, disturbing the people im 
their tran? jaility, mav draw them into the conirary esi 
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to the tyranny under which they groaned, namely, anar- 
chy, the eo sequences of which are always fatal. It is 
not diffierlt to perceive, that by such inc onsiderate con- 
duct, not only vison measures may be used against the 
authors of the disorders, but what would be a much 
greater evil, call in foreign inte ference i our country to 
appease domestic discord ; since the Alhlance of the Mo- 
narchs of Europe is resolved, with just reason and wise 
policy, not to allow in the States of Europe any germ of 
public disturbances, and to restore them all to obedience 
to their legitimate governments, that all nations may 
tranquilly enjoy their} just rights and fulfil e duties of so- 
cial order.* And when we have had the sublime glory to 
destroy, without foreign aid, a faction hostile to ‘the 
throne and the altar, which was united with and made 
a part of the general faction which has plunged Spain in 
ruin, shall we give reason to the Allied Sovereigns to pre- 

tend that tranquility cannot be completely restored to our 
kingdom without the ‘aid of their troops ¢ What honour- 
able Portuguese, when he remembers this, will not blush 
at seeking by ille; al means to excite disturbances, how- 
ever cood may ke tho ends to which he thinks to direct 
them? The authors of disorders in those few districts, 
who have sought to arrogate to themselves an authority 
which they is not possess, should remember tliat the pe- 
nalty of the law will fall upon them. 

“The Government of His Majesty iS — to list-n- te, 
and to remedy, just complaints. The parish priests aud 
good men must, therefore, recommend concord, reverence 
to t tine Gos ‘ernment, and, above all, just obedience to the 
aniuorities, since all should coacur for the general tran- 
auility, s 

“Oporto, os: [3.—sfany incorrigible individuals abuse 
the mildness of the pres.nt Government of the King our 
Sovereign, So: ne, by continuing in evil associations, 
others by speaking imprudently, and thus making them- 
selyes very reprehensible in public opinion; and by thiele 
making it necessary to aceclerate measures of precaution ; 

vith those the people should be satisted, since others ot 
the same kind are gen *to be put in force in the Provin- 
ces 5 and i the peop! le pd therefore, to wait the r. sult 


¢ 


"Pile is glorious Faw. They are determine acs rot to leave the 
germ of pub lic disturbance! Ha! hatha! Th ‘y unast cut otf thes 
own heads then. 

+ Yes, yes, the parish priests, and ail good inen will do all this 
Rut paris sh priests are not the vracles they used to be 
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of them, and not run inte excesses, which never were lau- 

dable, nor allowed them. ‘These measures are committed 
to the Authorities constituted by the orders of the King. 
and their execution belongs to them alone ; we recommend 
to all in-general peace e and harmony, greatl tiy confiding in 
what we say, which is only directed to their tranquility. 
The persons removed from this city, up to this day by the 
Department of Justice, are—three Bachelors in Medici: ne 

one land-owner, one printer, and six merchants.* They 
all signed an engagement not to contravert in Aly 
manner the legitimacy of the Government of the King 
our Sovereign; not to form, nor to frequent any secret 

society ; to regulate their future conductin such a manner 
as not to give “the slightest ground for suspicion : to repaii 
to the places of abode assigned them, and to rema’ n there 
till His Majesty shall determine as he sees good.’ 
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TO CORRESPONDENTS. 








The Sowthowram Patriotie Fund Society has subscribed £1 10s. 
for the purpose of aiding Peter Watson in his arduous undertaking 
of exposing the vile frauds and Impositions of the Clergy. 


Our friend at {lalifax is thanked for his communications, and his 
good opinion. 


WHEREAS, itis reported to me, that several magisterial and cl 
rical slanderers, in the neisxhbourhood of Ilalifax, are most ita 
mously vilifying the Brack Dwarer, because he spares neither the 
follies nor the vices Which they palm olf upon simpletor is for re 
Jigion :—this is to give notice 7% 1t unless the said slanderers mak« 
an ample apology for the falsehoods they have been propagating, 
itis my intention to write a tract or two, (they are jond of tracts) 

to expose the said slanderers in their proper colours. , 
Signed, Tre Brack Dwari 
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THE CHURCH BRINGING VESELF INTO CON- 
TEMPT.—EASTER OFFERINGS 





The fraudulent collection of these offerings as debts 
has received in many parts of the country a very serious 
check ; and this species of imposition bids fair to have a 
speedy termination. We eannot pardon the meanness of 


Nice humbugging this! Quite in fhe loyal way. Who would 


think it came from Portugal! We have seen every sentence of i 


in the Courter ! 
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these ‘fat and pursy’’ members of the establishment, 
in eoing about begging from door to door, with all the 
earnestness of the most destitute paupers, for a paltry 
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living,’ we know of no words strong enouch to express 


f them. We have given 

f the Christian honesty of 
some folks at Leeds and Halifax on this subject! as 
abe of the illegal prostitution of power on the part of 
the magistracy, to aid the priests in their attempt at im- 
position. The same spirit is abroad in other quarters ; and 
we are glad that it is so ; for the sooner the question is 
set at rest, the better: and this is the nght way of deter- 
mining the matter. What surprises us the most, is the 
meanness of the lay magistra That the priests should 
support one another, is as aaa as that highwaymen 
should have a fellow-feeling ~ each other ; nor does the 
indecency of getting their fellows to decide upon their 
claims at all astonish us. Where religion is a trace, ihe 
speret of trade must be es ome They will make as 
much as they can of their vings. ‘The. profit is then 
only object. ‘They have no roils thought. But the ibe 
magistracy ought to be above this. We do not mean 
such flogzing magistrates as the mayor of Leeds, and 
‘Tennant. They are not of 6 race we allude to—the 
country gentlemen of England—a sad degenerate set 
they are, but they come of a ee stock, and ought to 
have some little pride about ‘them , if they had neither 
honor nor honesty. “ Ev:! communications,’ however, 
have quite spoilt their good manners : and you can only 
tell them by their blue coats and buc k-skin bieeches from 
the manufactory spawned crentlemen, and the parsons thom- 
selves. We have copied the following morceaus from the 
Durham Chronicle ; and choice bits they are. Let our Leeds 
friends con them over carefully— particularly those who are 
under summonses for this Easter imposition. 

« Accounts from all quaiters reach us of the increasing 
determination of the public to cut off, at least, one source 
of the income of the e clergy ‘ as by law established.’ We 
know that there has been a very great falling off in various 
places at the last collection in the / payme ntof what are 
facetiously called Easter Offerings. At Hartlepool not 
more than one half of the inhabitants have paid them. The 
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parson (of Whom more anon) alarmed at the diminution 
of his profits, summoned four public-spirited individual 
before the magistrates at Stockton for non-payment ; and 
as their names deserve to be recorded, we insert them : 
viz.: William Shaw, John Shatt, Simpson Armstrone.. 
and John Yarraw. These were poor men, and the parson, 
in selecting them -for prosecution, in preferezee to some 
ef their more substantial neighbours, doubtless expected 
to gain his object with the less difficulty. But indepen- 
dence of mind is not confined to station or property. The 
names of the magistrates before whom these patriots ap- 
peared, according to their summons, where the Rev. John 
Brewster, the Rev. 





Gilpin, Wm. Sleigh, Esq, and 


John Cartwright, Esq. Sleigh urged (all he could urge) 


that it was an ancient custom to pay these offerings. The 


defendants replied thai the custom ought to be abolished. 
The result was, that the magistrates said the affair must 
vo to the quarter sessions ; the poor men were dismissed 
as they came, after being called from their labour at Har- 


tlepool to Stockton on this frivolous business; and they 


have never since heard any thing of it, though they were 
summoned so long ago as last May.” 

In the Harile-pool case, there were two rererend 
magistrates, and one lay brother, to try tlis clerical case. 
Oi course the lay-brother took the chair, and then the 
whole court was in favour of another priest haviag a right 
to rob the poor of voluntary offerings! Tho lay brether 
said it was an anetent ersiom. So are murders, tanes 
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atid have not been forcibly robbed of their property, We 
may pass over this, and procecd to another of a still more 
curious description. 

“Ata court lately held at Houghton-le-Spring, for the 
recovery of small debts, I'S or 19 persons were summoned 
for non-payment of Easter offerings, before the Rey. R. 
H. Branding and R. Bourdon, Esq. The following dia- 
logue, between a person of the name of Earl and the 
‘magistrates, will shew to what shifts the clergy are re- 
duced in order to make poor people comply with their ra- 
pacions demands. Here is a parson sitting as’a magistrate 
to support the claim of another parson, who would doubt- 
less do as much for his obliging reverend brother in return : 
and cloaking this indecency under the plea that he has 
nothing to do with the church at Houghton! Yet he 
confesses he has a very good income from.the church— 
somewhere, and, no doubt; it is partly derived from similar 
exertions. Sweetsoul! He must be an unbiassed magis- 
trate in such a case, because he has nothing to do with the 
‘church at Houghton, as if the church at Houghton were 
not founded and supported upon the same principle as the 
churches in other places. Earl was called in and addressed 
by Mr. Bourdon. ‘ Is your name Richard Earl? < Yes, 
sir.” ‘ You are summoned before us for the payment of 
etzhtpence for Easter dues.’ ‘ Me, sir! I was never sum- 
moned.’ ‘ Yes, you were, or how is it you are before us ?’ 
* The constable came down and read to me a paper, and 
said you wanted me about the Easter dues, but I had no 
summons ; | want a summons.’ ‘ Well, if vou want a 
summons you shall have one, but you cannot have it now. 
We want to know whether you will pay the eightpence. 
‘T wish to know what it is for.” ‘ It is for Faster offerings. 
‘Offerings. sir! “¥f it be an offering. it cannot be a due.” 
‘Yes, it isa due, and we desire to know whether von 
‘villpay it”) § Who isit dne to’ © Due vo? due to vou 
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rector here, Mr. Thurlow.’ ‘ Pray, is Mr. Thurlow on 
the bench as a magistrate?’ ‘No: he is here as plaintiff 

ainst you.’ Is Mr. Brandling here? ‘ My name is 
Bra ‘S@ling. Whatdo you want with me? <‘! wish to 
know, “y, whether you have any thing to do with the 
church.’ ot with the church at Houghton.’ ‘1 know 
that ; but hav A4you any salary, directly or indireetly, from 
the church.’ ‘ Ye&, a very good one.’ ‘ Then, sir, I think 
it cannot be your Wlace to sit here as a magistrate on 
u have nothing to do with thai. 

Mr. Bourdon here inter- 
pay this eightpence?’ < I 


\ 


church matters.” ‘ \: 







Give us none of your insu ce.’ 
posed. ‘ Will you pay orn’ 
am willing to pay what is righ. \ but I cannot pay until I 
know the demand to be just.’ hen we have nothing 
more to do with you. You may \go.’ ‘ Before I go I 
want a eepy of the summons.’ ‘4 \ must get that of 
the. clerk; but remember it will cosi \you a shilling. 
You are now here for eightpence; the \next proceed- 
ing will be for one and eightpence.” ‘Wel I don't care 
what it is, if it is right.’ ‘If you won’t peywit go about 
your business. Go out, go out.’ This poor man’s goods 
have not been seized, we believe, to satisfy cligrical ava- 
rice.— Durham Chronicle.”’ 

This isa rich treat! It would do for a scene\in a new 
edition of the farce of Love ina Village, with tap Justice 
Wooedcocks, instead of one. How delicious it wipuld be 
to hear Munden ask the question—*« We want tol know 
whether you will pay the eightpence?”—and ajrain— 
« will you, or will you not, pay the eightpence.’\ Mr. 
Bo wdon, the lay-brother in this instance also, waX at- 
tended by two reverends; for although the reverend) Mr. 
Thuriow was on the bench as the “ plaintiff” for the cight- 
pence,” there is no doubt but that he had a vo\ce 
“ deuble, and as potential as the duke’s.” His ow 
causs tried by his own friends, all was sure to 
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o right, but the impertinent curiosity of Richard Ear] 
seems to have alarmed these fellows for their dignity, 
and well it might, for it is very plain that Richard 
Earl had more sense than the reverend and the lay brother- 
hood together. We want Munden again for—‘ You have 
nothing to do with that. Give us none of your insolence.”’ 
They wanted his money, not his reasoning. The eght- 
pence was the all in all with them !—even with the reve- 
rend who had “a very good salary’ from Mother Church. 
Then what an admirable finale-—“‘ If you wont pay it,— 
“oo about your business—go out—go out!’ Nothing 
short of the rich grimace of Munden can make this tell; 
and we will advise some wag to write a farce, called the 
Easter-Offering, or the Smoke-Penny, and embody this 
dialogue. It will be both pithy and racy, and will draw 
down thunders of applause. ‘The man’s goods have been 
hitherto spared ;—yet there is something ominous in “ the 
neat proceeding” being for “ one and eightpence !” but we 
advise Richard Earl to be firm and faint not. We have 
seen men in far more danger ; and yet come to no great 
harm. The “ bench” may grow wiser—and the church. 
more modest,—or the people more bold in the defence of 
their rights; and either of these matters will do. They 
have begun to mend magistrates in Ireland, and the game 
mey go round. There is plenty of business in that line in 
England—< Leeds and its Mayor to wit.’ The follow- 
‘ng news of Peter Watson will gratify many of his friends. 

‘We have already intimated that Peter Watson’s resis- 
tance of the payment of Easter Offerings has been crowned 
with success. The Rev. Wm. Nesfield, at whose suit Pe- 
ter has been prosecuted for upwards of eighteen months, 
in court: civiland ecclesiastical, and has been 72 days impri- 
soned, for the recovery of ten-pence, has at length found 
himself obliged to relinquish all further proceedings and 
give up the contest for Easter offerings, offering hens, 
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smoke pennies, and all the other lame pretences of ti 
clergy for extorting money from the simple and the credu 
lous. Next term, in the King’s Bench, Peter, the cobbler 
will sue his reverence, the parson, for a compensation in 
damages, and there is every probability he will be amply 


remunerated ”’ 


— _—*.— -- --- ~- - - 
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Letters of the Black Dwar. 
From the Black Dwarf in London to the Yellow Bonze 
at Japan. 








‘** A Daniel—a second Daniel—come to Judginent !’ 


- 





Sir JOHN LEECH IN “ THE BAG” aG@tN! 
My FRIEND, 

[ have little to tellthee, by this post, besides thit the af- 
fairs of Spain are in as prosperous a condition as ihe» were 
when I wrote thee last:—except an anecdote of an Eng- 
lish Equity Judge, which may amuse thee. Ther isa 
writer of this country, called Lord Byron: and thou rh 
his poetry does not please Dr. Slop; and the © John Bu: 
thinks his prose as bad as their own, yel the people rere 
rally allow him great talent and genius, and his works 
are universally read. tut he happens to be on the wrong 
side in polities ! and the Lord Chancellor thinks he ought 
to be put out of the pale of the law. This encourages 
the booksellers to pirate his works :—and his publisher last 
week went into the vice-chancellor’s court to try if the 
journeyman Chancellor had any more respect for equity 
than his master. The journeyman, not being at first able 


to discern any reason for allowing one bookseller to pub- 
lish a work which was not iit to be published by another. 
granted an injunction to stop the sale of the pirated edition, 
leaving the other to be dealt with according to law, if 
the law had any fault to find with it. Ina day or two, 
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comes the defendant to pray that he might be permitted 
to go on With the sale; and to eititle him to be so per- 
mitted, he began to shew at great length, that the book 
was eumpous, seditious, blasphemors, and obscene— 
wad roundly declared it to be a book which no man 


\ ought to put in the way of any part of his family, 


particularly females! He concluded this condemnation 
yt the work, by complaining of the great hardship 
oX preventing him from selling it! Now | think I hear 
tho say, the judge ordered him to be soundly bestinadoed, 
we, ore outof court for an impudent knave -telling 


him, What “ whatever the original publishers might de- 








‘serv, they should receive: but that he should take 


‘care TNat the mischief was not encreased by permitiing 
“ the mditiplication of editions in such audacious contemnt 


* of decency "* Ohno! This clever journey.nan-judge , 
after takh:o2\ime to consider, and consulting his master, 
has determiied, that * because the book is not proper to be 
published WK, it may be published by anybody ; and be- 
cause it is not yryper to be read at all, it may be cireulated 
by any one who ttnks proper!’ This is English equity 
under pretence of |; 






ving English law to settle the matter. 
It is fortunate for ube world that the work is really harm- 


less—a little odd or so.\but with not half se much objee- 





tionable staff in it, as Nay be found in any columa of a 


ministerial paper. I thinkNie says in one place, the mo 
narch of this country weiyhs\twenty stouc. Speaking o 
this ereat personage, he has sent off the order of the gar. 
ter to the King of Portugal, just ds that perjured creature 
has become a tyrantagain. This isa want of something 
Thy friend and well-wisher, 

Tur Brack Dwarr. 

P. S.—By a lenethened account of a robbery of th 
\rehbishop of Canterbury’s palace at Lambeth, | lear 


that his Grace ts tp thi h bit of having hits bed kept ALTE: 








ee gee 


ae 


- " fey 


es 5 aval aes verte STEER . 


errs 


~ pee 


SPAR Os aS 


ea ae a ee 7 * 


274 THE BLAGh DWARF. 


when he is absent, by “‘ two. young females sleeping in 
it.’ These are historical facts that. merit preservation. — 


An antiquarian of. the year. 5000 would give a fortune to 
pick up this leaf. 








Correspondence. 





Fo the Editor of the. Black Dwarf. 


Chester Castle, August 7, 1823. 

Most Worthy Friend,—Your excellent Dwarf has long 
been the vehicle to acknowledge the remittances received 
by us from the friends of freedom ; for which we feel 
greatly obliged to its patriotic author ; and wish further 
to state that we received on Monday last, a parcel of va- 
luable books and papers from Mr. James Wroe, of Man- 
chester, including a letter from you containing three gui- 
neas (two for J. Harrison, and one for J. Swann) from 
the friends to freedom at Greenock, and another letter 
from Mr. Dinmore, with two pounds (one each) from the 
Lynn Union, dated May 15th, 1823. 

We should have received the above sooner, but Mr. 
Wroe delayed in hopesof having an opportunity of visiting 
Chester ; but being disappointed for the present has for- 
warded it by the mail, lest our kind hearted. friends in the 
North and South should think their subscriptions had 
either miscarried, or that we had nota heart to acknow- 
ledge them. Of the two evils the latter is the greater, 
and from which we say, ‘‘ Good Lord deliver us,” for we 
would chuse rather’ to lose any thing, and every thing, 
than a grateful heart for undeserved kindness. 

What a poor ineffectual struggle we have made for li- 
berty ; we are likely to become the laughing stock of sur- 
rounding nations. 


When -we readin old books that the English are very 














THE BLACK DWARF. 975 


tenacious of their rights, we can scarcely believe it true, 
whilst our political rights are either unknown or unre- 
garded by the majority of our countrymen. 
“This cannot always be, 
For millions will be free : 
Sure they will rise to vindicate humanity.” 
BaMForp. 
With best thanks to all our friends, and best wishes 
for your welfare, we remain, most worthy friend, 
With the greatest respect, yours sincerely, 
JosSEPH HARRISON, 
JOSEPH SWANN, 


aE eG ‘ 


ATA 
AFFAIRS OF SPAIN. 


— 
The principal news of the past week is the defection of 


Ballasteros, and the attempt of Sir Robert Wilson to ne- 
gociate with the traitor Morillo. We have had time to 
reflect a little upon the oddity of Sir Robert’s investing 
himself with the character of a negociator, and chusing 
Morillo for the person with whom he would negociate ; 
and we are inclined tu think that Sir Robert has been 
trying to hoax the scoundrel who has betrayed Galicia.— 
_ There could be no result from such a negociation. If the 
Cortes cannot trust Ferdinand, nor the Duke d’Angouleme, 
nor the rebel regency of Madrid, surely they connot trust 
a wretch like Morillo, who has sold himself by private con- 
tract to the French, for twenty thousand pounds sterling, 
and who would as readily sell himself to his satannic 
majesty for an advance upon the sum; only that the latter 
royal personage is to@ wise to offer him a single marvedi 
for his soul, knowing that he has it already in safe rever- 
sion. The apparent object seems to have been to induce 
the traitor not to occupy Vigo,—but what effect could this 
have upon the cause of Spanish freedom? Literally nothing. 
It would not be another town conquered, but another tow 
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to defend. it would be no gain, but an accession of 
more trouble. We never expected the business would be 
that ofa few brilliant hours. We saw that it must be an 
affair of months, and that it might be one of years. And 
to talk of negociation now seems as ridiculous to us, as it 
would to wrap ourselves up in furs, as the warm weather 
approaches. Vigo, it is found, cannot be defended. Well. 
then, it will be abandoned ; and the warfare wilt proceed. 
We should have liked to have seena treaty concluded, 
between Sir Robert Wilson on the one hand, and the 
traitor General Morillo, on the other. One of the articles 
would have. stipulated of course for the safety of the 
Members of the Cortes; and another that they should 
deliver up.the King. When Sir Robert was called upon 
to fulfil his portion of the treaty, that of delivering up 
Ferdinand, how would he have acted? It is said, indeed, 
that he is going to Cadiz; and it is probably for the pur- 
pose of fetching the King ; but what arguments will he 
make use of to the Cortes, to get possession of him ? 
rd There’s the rub tie Why, he would tell them that. 
Morillo had promised to see all fair on all sides ; and that 
his past character was his security. A rare security the 
Cortes would doubtless think it was. Sir Robert would 
tell them of the “ delicacy’’ of his, Morillo’s, character.— 
A sentence in one of Sir Robert’s letters runs thus :—“< The 
step you have Just taken is the most clear proof of your 
attention towards me, and suited to the delicacy of your 


192 


character The “ delicacy” of a traitor’s character is a 
fine figure of speech, and the compliment would do much 
with the Cortes, but we fear it would not get Ferdinand 
out of their hands. They would not like the chance of 
being sent “ delicately” to the scaffold, in consequence of 


having trusted him a second time. If the matter were in- 


tended as a hoax, the Spanish traitor has been too wise 
to be taken in. He treats Nir Robert, very deservedly 
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we think, with all possible indifference. He has no ob- 
jection to the surrender of the popular party, which is all 
that he seems to comprehend by the word negociation.— 
He is on the high horse, having pocketed the French gold; 
and he seems to know his own position very well. He 
says truly, there is no way of ending the contest but by 
force. He could vot trust himself at the disposal of the 
Cortes, nor does he expect to be trusted by them. But 
Sir Robert is pertinacious. He hasa “ plan,’ like some 
charazter we have read of in the play; and_ this 
plan must be.tried, or all will go wrong. The French 
of course would not negociate with Sir Robert, because he 
can have no sufficient powers. The rebel regency would 
have made the same objection; but he appears to have 
thought that Morillo and himself stood upon more equal 
terms, and might be likely to make a match of it. Morillo 
had betrayed his country, and become its avowed enemy. 
Sir Robert Wilson had come voluntary to fight its battles ; 
but thinking there was no good to be done in that way, 
he therefore turns his attentions to polity, and assumes 
the character of an ambassador from himself, on the part 
of himself, to General Morillo, on the part of nobody.— 
Had the traitor been vain enough to imagine himself of 
sufficient consequence to be negociated with, there might 
have been a fine equivoque indeed.. A treaty, settled, 
signed, and sealed on the parts of Traitor-General Morillo, 
and Brigadier-General Sir Robert Wilson! Qured rides ¢ 
It is very unfortunate that men will not confine themselves 
to what they excel in. Sir Robert Wilson in the field is an 
excellent officer; and might have been of the greatest ser- 
vice to the Spanish cause ; but to do this he must have gone 
into the field ; and kept in the field. It was useless to go 
to fortified towns, and strong holds. The head of a Gue- 
rilla party was his proper post; andif this did not suit 
him, he had no business in Spain. There was ne eclat ta 
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be expected from pitched battles, and regular campaigns. 

Spain could not wage aregular warfare. No one who 
had any political intelligence, could have supposed she 
could carry armies against armies, and proceed to a regu- 
lar disputation of every inch of ground. Her prospects 
are different: Her hopés consist in the scattering of the 

enemy throughout the country. He must weaken himself, 
before Spain can strike any important blow ; and to our 
minds, the prospects of Spain were never so cheering, if 
the inhabitants are determined to resist, as they are at 
present. We place every hope upon the disposition ot 
the people. If they will be slaves, nothing can save them. 
If they do’ not choose to submit, no force that can be 
brought against-them, can subdue them. A negociation 
would only deceive them. There can be no treaty between 
the “‘monarchical principle,’ and the REPRESENTATIVE 
SYSTEM. They are the bane of each other; and cannot 
exist together. The. contest between them must be a 
mortal one ;—and he who proposes any suspension of 
arms, ought to be considered either ignorant of the matter 
in dispute, or the enemy of the cause of freedom. Despotism 
might agree to negociate, in order to deceive ;—fraud being 
one of its weapons as well as force;—but when freemen 
have once thrown down the gauntlet to tyranny, the 
scabbard should be thrown away; for there is no safety 
but’in victory. | 

We cannot refrain from giving a copy of this droll corres- 

pondence, with a note or two, to illustrate the value of 
some few leading points. This is the more necessary, as 
hoaxes of every description are playing off against the 
Constitutionalists, since it has been discovered that a 
hundred thousand French troops do not conquer quite so 

rapidly as they expected. On Saturday morning last, the 

metropolis was alarmed with a hum drum story of the 

liberation of Ferdinand and the flight of the Cortes ; and 
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we were gravely told that the silly boobies of Madrid, 
and other places where the weeds of royalty flourish a 
little, were “running into one another’s arms,” and 
‘‘ embracing each other with tears of joy ;” singing vivas 
to the restoration of an absolute king, and whetting their 
teeth for eating up the Constitutionalists. The game was 
said to be “all‘up’’—nothing more to do—all settled— 
and a blessed despotism re-created amidst the cheers of the 
stupid wretches who were to be broken under its tortures! 
There were some people too who believed this, and who 
say it will happen yet. If it does we shall be grievously 
disappointed. If the Cortes are compelled to fly, they 
should take the king with them, fasten him on the quarter 
deck of the ship, in the most exposed situation, and 
then let the French fire at his sacred person if they dare. 
Were we of the Cortes, we would tell his Majesty, 
nothing but death should part us ; and that we would ‘go 
with him to the bottom of the sea, rather than give him 
up to the French, or to anybody else. Matters, however, 
are taking a different turn. The French are evidently 
alarmed at a new danger. The Regency, which the Duke 
d’Angouleme created out of the rabble of noble zdéots 
and sycophants, has turned against him. He has been 
taught a little prudence by the difficulties of his situation ; 
and if he could makea decent retreat, without losing the 
little honor he has, off he would set without looking behind 
him. The “ regency,” however, is composed of such fool- 
ish and. vindictive creatures, that finding the French army 
not bloody minded, or powerful enough for their purposes, 
they have entered into a treaty with Russia, to give the 
magnanimous Alexander, Majorca, Minorca, and the rest 
of the Balearie. islands, for what service in return may be 
readily guessed. France does not like this; England has 
as little reason to be satisfied with it; and the “ Courter,” 
the precious ‘“‘ Courier.” the staunch hound of the san- 
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guinary ‘“ monarchical principle,” puts it as probable tha’ 
England and France may find it necessary to unite with 
the Constitutionalists of Spain, against the rebel regency 
which the French have set up and the Emperor of 
Russia! This will be a change indeed! But let the 
Cortes beware of any alliance. The rulers of every Eu- 
ropean State hate genuine liberty, and economical govern- 
ments: they would cajole Spain with the semblance of 
a constitution—with two chambers—with a limated monar- 
chy—with a religion, “ as by law established.” They wish 
to gain these points, in order to secure a fit soil for despo- 
tism to shoot up again in, however closely it may have 
been pared down :—and to this end are all the talked-cf 
negociations directed. But let the Cortes hold fast to their 
constitution, and their integrity, and they will triumph 

on their own terms. Neither France nor Eneland, ex- 

cept their rulers are the hired slaves of the Russian 

despot, can permit Russia to set her foot in any part of 
the Mediterranean. To prevent this is their first duty ; 

or the hordes of the North will again spread themselves 

over the South of Europe. A new inundation of Goths 

will take place, if Russia can obtain any resting place 

for them to refresh and start from. 

The Cortes must be aware of this ;—and they cannot 
but see that they are now fighting the battles of Europe 
as well as their own. To avoid negociation is all they 
have to do:—they should not even suffer it to be men- 
tioned as probable to be listened to on their parts, lest it 
should be made use of to paralyze such ardent spirits as 
Mina, and those who have nailed the flag of the consti- 
tution to the mast, and are resolved to conquer, or to 
perish with it. In this view of the question, the attempt 
of Sir Robert Wilson to treat with Morillo was a great 
wischief. No friend to Spanish freedom ought to. name 
the word. 
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CORRESPONDENCE BETWEEN SIR ROBERT WILSON 
AND MORILLO. 
TO COUNT DE CARTHAGENA. 

Tnave the hore: to inform your Excellency*® that I have this day 
arrived from Corunna, wounded in the battle of the 15th before 
that place. 

Animated with the same sentiments I manifested to you on ano- 


ther occasion, ¢ and extremely anxious to stop and terminate the 
miseries of the present unfortunate and cruel war, in which the 


nearest relatives are fighting with the utmost rancour, I solicit an 
opportunity of personally communicating with your Excellency 
in order to lay before you a proposition which I flatter myself will 


bring about an object so desirable, and lead to a general pacifica- 
tion. 


Major Bristow, an officer in my own confidence, yesterday arrived 
from Cadiz, accompanied by a Spanish officer who, in the charac- 
ter of an interpreter, will to-morrow present himself in Redondela, 
at ten, conveyed there in an English boat, in order to commence 
the negociations, and agree on an interview with your Excellency 
in such manner as may be most convenient, according to present 
circumstances and my situation. 

[ have the honour to be, &c. 
(Signed) R. WItson. 
Bay of Vigo, July 25, 1828. 
TO GENERAL SIR R. WILSON. 
Pontevedra, July 26, 1828. 

Srr,—At the moment I received your letter of yesterday I was 
on my march with a view to undertake fresh operations, and I 
imagined Major Bristow would follow me to this point ; but as he 
has not done it, and not being able to refuse bearing proposals which 
have for object one of my most ardent wishes, the cessation of 
civil war, I hasten to mamfest to your Excellency that you can 
point out the spot in which you wish us to meet, either here or at 
Puente Sampayo. Have the goodness to give me timely notice, in 
order that I may attend at the place in which our interview is to 
take place, as possible through some movement is may be neces- 
sary to make, I may not be here when your answer comes. 


[ am, Xc. 
(Signed) Count De CarrHaGena. 








* ** Your Excellency ?” Excellent scoundrel! 
t On what eceasion? Have the parties been in correspondence 





before ? 
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TO COUNI DE CARTHAGENA. 

GrNERAL,—I hasten to aknowledge the receipt of your letter, 
and I beg you to accept my warmest thanks for the goodness * you 
have shewn to my request. I never doubted your Excellency’s 
wishes to see the evils of a civil war ended, and I have learnt with 
the greatest grief that the blood of copatriots has already ftowed, 
which ought not to have been the case.—Major Bristow has been 
obliged to return here, as he was unable to make the steam vessel 
wait. I regret being unable to prevent your Excellency from ha- 
ving the inconvenience to come to Puente Sampayo, as the trip, 
to Pontevedra is very dubious on account of the uncertainty of the 
winds, which would prevent me from arriving there at the time 
appointed ; but if your Excellency, on account of your occupation, 
cannot come to Sampayo, I will see if I cannot mount a mule, and 
go and see you in Pontevedra; and for this purpose, I request you 
to send me the necessary conveyances for myself, Major Bristow, 
a Spanish officer, and my servant. To-morrow the tide will ke fa- 
vourable at nine, so by the next day at ten, I may be able to beat 
Puente. An officer is sent from this place with a dispatch for Ge- 
neral Palerea, and you will please to see it forwarded to him, if 
you conceive it ought to be sent, or at least that its object be at- 
tained. I have the honour, &c. 

Vigo, July 27, 1823. (Signed) R. WILson. 


TO GENERAL SIR R. WILSON. 
I received your letter delivered to me by Captain Arnares, at 


the same time Brigadier-General Romay has proposed to me in 
order to prevent the spilling of Spanish blood, to consent toa sus- 
pension of hostilities, which shall not extend to the French, nor 
to those called the Factious, as if the latter where not Spaniards: 
He tells me this is the object of the interview you wish to have with 
me, and I cannot now refrain from manifesting to you that it is 
impossible for me to consent to any such armistice. Ina despatch 
of the day before yesterday, I told Brigadier General Romay my 
last determination. No one wishes more anxiously than myself a 
cessation of that civil war which devours us ; but there is no way to 
terminate it, but by compelling by force, those to throw down 
their arms, who neither listen to reason, nor consult the will of the 
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* < Goodness !’’—* Good devil, be not hard with me! Thou has 
the appearance of a gentleman.—Deal not hardly with me.”— 
Oxup PLay. 
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people.t Their whims, passions, and the interest of the associa- 
tion to which they belong, are the only guides of their actions; 
and consequently they are incorrigible. I now repeat. what I told 
you on a former occasion, possibly some party or other has an in- 
terest in the distresses of my country being prolonged without any 
object or end ; possibly this party acts in good faith; but I will 
never consent that this country shall be scourged in the way of an 
essay. The will of the nation is well known, and it is my duty to 
conform. myself toit. These are my principles; but if, after this 
declaration, you think our conference can be useful, there is no 
objection on my part. 
(Signed) Count de CaRTHAGENA. 
Pontevedra, Ju'y 27, 1823. 
TO GENERAL COUNT DE CARTHAGENA. 
Vico, JuLy 28. 

[t has been a subject of great regret to me that a misunderstand- 
ing as to my intentions has in some measure delayed the honour 
of the conference your Excellency granted me. My object is diffe- 
rent from the one you have imagined from the letter of Gen. Romay 
to General Palarea, under which impression, in order to treat of 
matters of the greatest utility to the nation, I will leave this place 
this afternoon if the weather allows, or if not, to-morrow morning 
I will embark for Puente de Sampayo, where I hope to find every 
thing necessary to convey me to Pontevedra, where I hope to arrive 
in the course of the day. 

P.S. My sentiments with regard to the persons called Factious, 
under existing circumstances, have heen evinced by my having pro- 
posed and obtained the amnesty granted in Corunna to alt of this 
class, &c, 

(Signed) Rosert WItson. 


TO GENERAI SIR R. WILSON. 

I give orders to the advanced posts to allow your Excellency @ 
free passage whenever you may arrive, whether in the direction 
of the Puente or by the road of Pontevedra. 

(Signed) Count De CarTuaGEna. 
Head Quarters, Ponte Vedra, July 23, 1823. 





+ This is plain language. There is no appeal but to the sword, in 


such a contest. 
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TO GENERAL COUNT DE CARTHAGENA. 


The step you have just taken is the most clear proof of your at- 


tention towards me, and suited to the delicacy of your character.+ 
My intention was to have proposed to you a plan, by means of 


which a general suspension of arms would have been obtained, and 
in a short time a general peace through the medium of England. 
Not being able to say more in writing, it is desirable to have a con- 
ference, and endeavour therein to conciliate the general ivte- 
rests. of the nation. If the French General wishes to take part in 
our interview, I am ready to receive him into it ; but in this case it 
1s necessary for your Excellency to send me an escort, and fix the 
time and place for the interview. 
Iam, &c. (Signed) R. Wi1son. 


TO GENERAL SIR R. WILSON. 

I have sent my Aide-de-Camp to you this afternoon, because [ 
should be very sorry to cause you any uneasiness, although nothing 
could happen to youin coming here, when I had pledged my word 
to that effect. I am glad you have given to my intentions their 
true meaning, although you must be aware that I have no powers 
to concert a suspension of hostilities. Nevertheless, as your wishes 
are so great to put an end to the present disastrous war; that I 
shall have the greatest satisfaction in your proposing to me in writing 
whatever you please, till a more favourable opportunity presents 
itself for a meeting. Lam, &c. 


(Signed) Count De CarTHaGena. 
Pontevedra, July 29, 1823. 


TO THE COUNT DE CARTHAGENA. 


I have the honour to acknowledge the receipt of your lettcre 
Measures of reconciliation must always lead to a good result, when 
the parties meet with friendly intentions, and mutually endeavour 
to remove difficulties ky means of investigations and explanations. 

A proposal that has for its object the termination of so much cala- 
mity, is of too great magnitude to be risked to the misconception 


which might arise out of the inaccuracy of written words, more 








+ * The delicacy of your character.”’ &e. Delicate devil! Dainty 
devil! To what end is this excess of addulation directed? 
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especially when the communication is made through the medium 
of translations. 

As however so many difficulties are opposed to a personal con- 
ference, I will not incur the responsibility of not making a com- 
munication that may open the road to the object desired. 

Icame to Spain as a partizan of no party; the friend of all 
Spaniards, and only the enemy of the policy of the French Go- 
vernment, which disregards the rights of an independent natiun. 

Since [ arrived in Spain I have invariably acted on the same 
principle, and I refer not only to my actions, but also to the lan- 
guage [ have always used to all parties, and with persons who might 
be considered as their representatives—a truth you yourself are 
not ignorant of. 

Following this path, I have acted conformably to the wishes of 
my friends in England, and the gencral sentiments of my 
countrymen. 

It is not necessary to refer to the transactions of the war, or 
point out what hopes, expectations, and opinions have been realised 
or frustrated, in order to justify my proceedings ; it will suffice to 
inform your Excellency that I conceive the moment is arrived when 
an exertion ought to be made to terminate the war, and my firm 
opinion is that of a favourable result. Ambition or intolerance 
alone can prolong its duration. 

All those who in this province have power and influence with 
whom I have conversed, wish an honourable peace, and I am suf- 
ficiently authorised to give this assurance. I can only say, that 
according to the last news from Cadiz, the Governwent has the 
same wishes, as for this purpose they have already placed themselves 
i Communication with the British Minister. 

Among the parties who cordially wish the welfare of their country 
(and the rest do not deserve notice as they have no power) the 
initiative in anegociation is the only formidable difficulty that pre- 
sents itself, and its details would meet with no opposition that can- 
not be removed by discussion or friendly interference. 

Under these circumstances, I believe tliat the enclosed Proposal 
will meet with the concurrence of all parties, and I have the satis- 
faction to say, it has met with the approbation of all those persons 
of this country to whom Ihave shewn it, among whom are some to 
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TO GENERAL COUNT DE CARTHAGENA. 


The step you have just taken is themost clear proof of your at- 
tention towards me, and suited to the delicacy of your character.+ 


My intention was to have proposed to you a plan, by means of 


which a general suspension of arms would have been obtained, and 
in a short time a general peace through the medium of England. 
Not being able to say more in writing, it is desirable to have a con- 
ference, and endeavour therein to conciliate the general ivte- 
rests. of the nation. If the French General wishes to take part in 
our interview, I am ready to receive him into it ; but in this case it 
1s necessary for your Excellency to send me an escort, and fix the 
time and place for the interview. 
[ am, &c. (Signed) R. WItson. 


TO GENERAL SIR R. WILSON, 

I have sent my Aide-de-Camp to you this afternoon, because [ 
should be very sorry to cause you any uneasiness, although nothing 
could happen to youin coming here, when J had pledged my word 
to that effect. Iam glad you have given to my intentions their 


true meaning, although you must be aware that I have no powers ~ 


to concert a suspension of hostilities. Nevertheless, as your wishes 
are so great to put an end to the present disastrous war; that I 
shall have the greatest satisfaction in your proposing to me in writing 
whatever you please, tilla more favourable opportunity presents 
itself: for a meeting. Iam, &c. 
(Signed) Count De CarruacGena. 
Pontevedra, July 29, 1823. 


TO THE COUNT DE CARTHAGENA. 


I have the honour to acknowledge the receipt of your letter. 
Measures of reconciliation must always lead to a good result, when 
the parties meet with friendly intentions, and mutually endeavour 
to remove difficulties ty means of investigations and explanations, 

A proposal that has for its object the termination of so much cala- 
mity, is of too great magnitude to be risked to the misconception 
which might arise out of the inaccuracy of written words, more 
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especially when the communication is made through the medium 
of translations. 

As however so many difficulties are opposed to a personal con- 
ference, I will not incur the responsibility of not making a com- 
munication that may open the road to the object desired. 

Icame to Spain as a partizan of no party; the friend of all 
Spaniards, and only the enemy of the policy of the French Go- 
vernment, which disregards the rights of an mdependent natiun. 

Since I arrived in Spain I have invariably acted on the same 
principle, and I refer not only to my actions, but also to the lan- 
guage I have always used to all parties, and with persons who might 
be considered as their representatives—a truth you yourself are 
not ignorant of, 

Following this path, I have acted conformably to the wishes of 
my friends in England, and the gencral sentiments of my 
countrymen. 

It is not necessary to refer to the transactions of the war, o1 
point out what hopes, expectations, and opinions have been realised 
or frustrated, in order to justify my proceedings ; it will suffice to 
inform your Excellency that I conceive the moment is arrived when 
an exertion ought to be made to terminate the war, and my firm 
opinion is that of a favourable result. Ambition or intolerance 
alone can prolong its duration. 

All those who in this province have power and influence with 
whom I have conversed, wish an honourable peace, and 1 am suf- 
ficiently authorised to give this assurance. I can only say, that 
according to the last news from Cadiz, the Governwent has the 
same wishes, as for this purpose they have already placed themselves 
in Communication with the British Minister. 

Among the parties who cordially wish the welfare of their country 
(and the rest do not deserve notice as they have no power) the 
initiative in anegociation is the only formidable difhiculty that pre- 
sents itself, and its details would meet with no opposition that can- 
not be removed by discussion or friendly interference. 

Under these circumstances, I believe that the enclosed Proposal 
will meet with the concurrence of all parties, and I have the satis- 
faction to say, it has met with the approbation of all those persons 


of this country to whom [ have shewn it, among whom are some to 
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whose opinion your Excellency would attach value in consequence 
of your friendship and their recent arrival from the seat of Govern- 
ment. 

{u order, therefore, to terminate, as soon as possible, a conflict 
n which success is a misfortune, and victory can confer no glory,* I 
should propose that, until an answer can be obtained from England, 
from the French Government, and the Spanish Government in 
Cadiz, that all hostility should cease in the Provinces under the 
authority of your Excellency, and under the regulations the best 
suited to guard against any misunderstanding, in the mean while, 
among the opposite parties, and if your Excellency wishes it, 1 
will be the bearer of the Proposals to Cadiz. 

Whatever may be the result of this Proposal, I shall have the 
satistaction in having complied with my duty in proposing it—a 
duty to Spain and to humanity, and I do not dread any responsi- 
bility that may attach to my conduct.—I am, &c. 

Vigo, July 30, 1828. (Signed) R. Witson. 

PROPOSAL ALLUDED TO. 

To obtain peace, preserving national honour and the represen- 
tative system, which is the basis of Constitutional Governments, 
must be the wish of every lover of his country and of its liberties. 

When affairs of State are objects of discussion, we ought to 
examine things as they really are, and not as we should wish to 
find. them. 

No one can be insensible of the injustice of the present war ; 
but as it has already commenced, we ought to direct the whole of 
our attention to the preservation of national honour unimpaired, 
and at the same time acquire all possible advantages. 

The great obstacle to the pacification of Spain, consists in the 
presence of an invader, who demands that same pacification, with 
arms in his hands, in favour of a party that depends on his success. 

England offers her mediation, but without demanding the depar- 
ture of the invaders. | 

Are there any means to establish equality amung the belligerent 
parties, without demanding the evacuation of the Spanish territory ? 

The occupation, ‘ pro forma,’ of a Spanish fortified place like 
that of Corunna, or Vigo, by the British Government, as the 
mediator on behalf of Constitutional Spain, might serve to coun- 
terbalance sufficiently the parties, and facilitate conciliation, by 
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saving the honour of the Constitutionalists, and affording to all 
sufficient guarantees. 

It is impossible to treat with honour, but when the two opposite 
parties are equally sustained, more particularly when the object is 
to conciliate the dissensions which divide a coyntry common to all 
into pieces. 

Vigo, July 30, 1823. (Signed) R. Witson. 


ANOTHER. 

The evacuation of the Spanish territory possibly would be opposed 
by the Regency of Madrid, in consequence of their considering that 
their security might be implicated without the force that now 
sustains them. 

Without the guarantee I propose, the Government of Cadiz 
would not inspire sufficient confidence in the nation to induce them 
to enter into a negociation that may end in a treaty of peace. 

A negociation, without such a security, would have the appear- 
ance of yielding to force, and the consequences in this case, would 
be fatal to the authority of the Government; anarchy most pro- 
bably would follow, and its consequences, under existing circum- 
stances, might lead the nation to the most deplorable disasters. 

Vigo, July 30, 1823. (Signed) R. Wirson. 


TO GENERAL WILSON, !? 


I have received the letter and accompanying documents you sent 
me by a flag of truce. I now repeat what I have always said, 
peace and national honour are the objects of my constant wishes. 
To obtain both one and the other it might possibly be adviseable 
to enter into negociations, but I am neither authorised for it, nor 
can you offer any guarantee that any of the agreements made would 
be executed, as I have not hitherto learned that you are invested 
with any public character. The suspension of our operations would 
have no other effect than to prolong the evils of this country, which 
is harrassed, oppressed, and despoiled in the name of liberty; and 
if there are any negociations pending for the termination of the 
war, my occupying Vigo can be no obstacle. This is all I cau 
answer to your attentive letter. 

(Signed) Count CariuaGENa. 
tLead-quarters, Solcado, 
Aug. 1, 1825. 
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